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Pet Only, Non-
Breeding & 
Wether 
Designations
Responsible Use, Culling & 
Alternatives - Not Every Goat Should Be Bred

One of the most important responsibilities of a 
Heritage Silky Fainting Goat breeder is knowing 
which animals belong in the breeding herd 
and which are better suited as pets, wethers, 
meat, fiber, or other uses. HSFGR supports 
thoughtful, humane culling and placement 
decisions that put the long-term health of the 
breed ahead of short-term sales.
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Not every goat should be bred

One of the most important responsibilities of a Heritage Silky Fainting Goat breeder is knowing which animals belong in the breeding 
herd and which are better suited as pets, wethers, meat, fiber, or other uses. HSFGR supports thoughtful, humane culling and placement 
decisions that put the long-term health of the breed ahead of short-term sales.

Pet-Only, Non-Breeding & Wether Designations  Responsible Use, Culling & Alternatives 

What this Designation Means 
Pet-Only  
A pet-only animal is not suited for breeding due to one or more concerns such as structure, udder or scrotal faults, temperament, health history, or serious 
deviation from Heritage type.

• May be intact or altered (does or bucks), but
• Is sold and represented as non-breeding, with that status clearly disclosed to the buyer.  

Non-Breeding (on paper) 
A non-breeding designation indicates that even if the animal is physically intact, it is not to be used in a breeding program, and HSFGR will not accept 
offspring from that animal into breeding-eligible classes.

• This may apply to both bucks and does.
• It should be clearly marked on registration/record documents and in any sale agreement.  

Wether (fixed male)  
A wether is a castrated male goat.

• Wethers often make excellent pets, companions, pack goats, weed-eaters, or fiber animals.
• They are a very appropriate and humane outcome for buck kids who do not meet breeding standards.  

HSFGR encourages breeders to make full, honest use of these designations instead of trying to “find a way” to justify keeping marginal animals in the 
breeding pool.
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Even in good herds, there will be animals who, for one reason or another, are not breeding quality:

• Poor structure (legs, feet, topline, rump)  

• Problematic udders or scrotums  

• Lack of fainting/myotonic trait where it is required  

• Coarse or incorrect coat  

• Chronic health concerns or weak constitution  

• Temperament that is unsafe or very difficult to manage  

Selling or keeping every goat “intact and registered” may look good on paper or in the short-term bank account, but it hurts the breed, buyers, and the 
registry over time. Responsible culling is not cruelty; it is part of good stewardship.

Not Every Goat Should  Be a Breeder 

Responsible Options for Non-Breeding Animals 
Breeders have more choices than “breed it” or “get rid of it.” Thoughtful options include:

1) Companion / Pet Homes

• Calm, friendly animals with minor faults can make wonderful pets.
• Disclose all known issues honestly: “Pet-only, not breeding quality,” and, where appropriate, consider altering bucks before placement or requiring a 

no-breeding agreement.  

Pet-Only, Non-Breeding & Wether Designations  Responsible Use, Culling & Alternatives 
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Pet-Only, Non-Breeding & Wether Designations  Responsible Use, Culling & Alternatives 

Responsible Options for Non-Breeding Animals - Continued 

Breeders have more choices than “breed it” or “get rid of it.” Thoughtful options include:

1) Companion / Pet Homes

• Calm, friendly animals with minor faults can make wonderful pets.  

• Disclose all known issues honestly: “Pet-only, not breeding quality,” and, where appropriate, consider altering bucks before placement or requiring a 
no-breeding agreement.  

2) Wethers With a Job

• Wethers can be used for:

◦ Brush control / weed-eating 
◦ Companions for breeding bucks or nervous herd members 
◦ Pack, hiking, or therapy-type roles where temperament is suitable  

• They should still be structurally sound and healthy, even if they aren’t breeding quality.  

3) Meat / Food Use

• In many herds, meat is a valid and respectful outcome, especially for buck kids and culls that are not suitable as pets or breeders.  

• Processed animals can:

◦ Feed families
◦ Provide food for livestock guardian dogs or working dogs  

• Humane handling, appropriate transport, and proper slaughter practices are expected.  

4) Fiber / Hair Uses (where appropriate)

• Some goats with lovely coat but structural faults may have value in clipped fiber or hair for crafts, spinning blends, or art.
• This does not override their status as non-breeding animals.  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Pet-Only, Non-Breeding & Wether Designations  Responsible Use, Culling & Alternatives 

Good Culling Is Not Just About Dollars 
HSFGR encourages breeders to think beyond, “Can I get a higher price if I leave this one intact?”

Responsible culling decisions should ask:

• Does this animal improve or weaken the next generation?
• Would I be proud to see its offspring representing my farm and this registry?
• Am I placing this goat in a situation where it can thrive and be managed appropriately?
• Am I being honest with myself and the buyer about why this goat is (or is not) breeding quality?  

Culling can mean:

• Choosing not to breed a particular animal
• Placing as pet-only or wether
• Using the animal for meat or other practical purposes when appropriate  

All of those can be ethical, humane, and responsible choices when done thoughtfully and honestly.

HSFGR's Position 
• HSFGR supports clear pet-only, non-breeding, and wether designations as an essential part of preserving the breed.
• The registry will respect and uphold non-breeding and pet-only statuses when applied.
• Breeders are strongly encouraged to use registration status, written contracts, and honest advertising to keep pet-quality and cull animals out of the 

breeding herd.  

The goal is not to waste goats - it is to use them wisely and honestly, in ways that respect both the animal and the integrity of the Heritage Silky Fainting 
Goat.
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